
Guide to the annotation of reported discourse

Introduction
This document explains the principles of annotation for reported discourse in the SpeechReporting corpus, as well as 
the best ways to do annotation-based searches in the Tsakorpus interface. 

The annotation template can be downloaded here: 
http://discoursereporting.huma-num.fr/template_with_Continuation.etf 
It should be cited as:
Nikitina, Tatiana, Hantgan-Sonko Abbie & Chanard Christian. 2019. Reported speech annotation template for ELAN 
(The SpeechReporting Corpus). Villejuif-Paris: LLACAN. 

Annotation of reported discourse consists of four levels: the construction’s syntactic type; the function of the 
construction’s elements; the semantic type of the discourse report; and the encoding of participants inside the 
discourse report. They correspond to four additional ELAN tiers (in our template, qt, rp, typ and par, respectively). 

This is an example of our annotation of a Bashkir sentence in an ELAN file:

In our corpus interface, annotations are reflected by background colors, frames, and pop-up windows. Explained 
below are the basic principles of annotation that are relevant to searching in the corpus interface.

The function of the construction’s elements

Reported speech construction consists of different elements; for example, in John said: Hello! the reported utterance
(Hello!) is introduced by a clause describing the speech event (John said). 

The functions of the different elements are indicated by different background colors: 
 Reported discourse is annotated as “Discourse Report” and appears in green. 
 Elements introducing reported discourse are annotated as “DR Event” and appear in pink. 
 Some of our languages use special grammatical markers to introduce discourse reports which are known as

quotative particles or quotative verbs; such markers are annotated as “Quotative” and appear in blue. 
 Reported  discourse  may also be  introduced by a  “Demonstrative”,  as  in  He said  like  this:  Hello!;  such

elements appear in orange. 
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 Sometimes reported discourse is introduced by phrases that normally do not refer to speaking or thinking, as
in  She enters the room: Hello! Such phrases are annotated as describing a “Non-speech event” but are not
marked by any particular color. 

 Gray is used for elements that are not covered by any of the categories described above. The examples of such
elements are rather rare and vary widely across languages. They are annotated as “Other”.

In the example below (from Bashkir),  nisek juq (‘Why not?’) is a Discourse report, the grammaticalized quotative
verb tip is a Quotative, and ajəw qəsqərəp ebärgän (‘the bear cried’) is a DR Event:

In this example from Mwan, ɓɛ́ɛ̀yí is a Demonstrative, káá is a Quotative, and the portion in green is a Discourse 
report.

You can search for elements of speech reporting constructions using the “Rs elements” box in the menu (Rs stands for
Reported speech):
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The construction’s syntactic type

Different syntactic types of reported discourse constructions are visually represented by different frames. The types 
are defined by the elements the construction consists of. For example, this Bashkir construction consists of a DR 
Event, a Quotative element, and a Discourse Report (as explained above). This combination is annotated as “DR 
Event + Discourse Report + Quotative” (independent of the actual order in which the elements appear). It is 
represented visually as surrounded by a                         :

In this Chuvash example, the construction consists of a Discourse Report and a Quotative marker. This type, annotated
as “Discourse Report + Quotative” is represented visually by a :

This Jóoola example consists of a DR Event and a Discourse Report. This type is annotated as “DR Event + Discourse
Report” and represented visually by a :
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In this Udihe example, the Discourse Report is not introduced by anything, because it is part of a larger report, and 
only the first sentence in that report is introduced explicitly by a special element (in this case, a DR Event which is not
shown in the example). Instances of continuing reports that do not have their own marking are annotated as 
“Continuation” and represented visually by a : 

In the next Udihe example we see again a Discourse Report that is not introduced by any other element. This time, 
however, it does not continue previously introduced reported speech; rather, it is understood as reported discourse in 
context. Such instances are annotated as “Bare Quote” and represented by a  :

Less frequent construction types that are not associated with any special visual representation are: “DR Event inside 
Discourse Report”, “Quotative inside Discourse Report”, and “Discourse report inside DR Event”. They are only 
identified in a pop-up window, as illustrated below with a Bashkir example of the type “Quotative inside Discourse 
Report”:
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Finally, languages sometimes use other constructions, which do not fit into any of the types discussed above. Such 
constructions are annotated as “Other” and represented visually by a .

The following example from Bashkir contains two DR Events followed by evidential quotatives (ti), which does not 
correspond to any of the recognized construction types and is annotated as “Other”.

You can search for construction type using the “Syntactic type” field in the menu:

5

blue dotted frame



Semantic type of the Discourse Report

Discourse Reports are annotated for their semantic type, indicated in pop-ups in the top right corner. The semantic
types include the following options: 

 Statement, 
 Question, 
 Command, 
 Greeting or Address, 
 Expression of Attitude, 
 Feeling or Thought, 
 Story,
 Song, 
 Partial,
 Embedded.

The following examples illustrate some of the semantic types:

 Statement (the most common type across the corpus) - example from Ut-ma’in:

 Question (Gizey):
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 Command (Gizey):

 Greeting or Address (Chuvash):

• Expression of Attitude is most commonly represented by interjections, as in the following example from
Chuvash:
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 Feeling or Thought (Chuvash):

 Annotation “Story” is for evidential uses (“They say that once upon a time…”) as well as impersonal naming 
uses (“This is called X”):

Story (Jóola Eegimaa)

 Annotation “Song” subsumes representations of sound rather than meaning. Typical examples are sung 
portions of the text (which may often be uninterpretable or include nonce words), but only if they represent 
character speech (some songs represent action, and are not annotated). Also common are onomatopoeias 
representing sounds produced by non-human characters (again, when introduced as instances of reported 
speech), as in the following example from Udihe:
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 Partial is used to annotate syntactically incomplete reports, which cannot stand on their own and do not have 
a semantic type on their own. These include interruptions where a speech report is left unfinished. The 
following example is from Chuvash:

 Embedded is used to identify Discourse reports embedded under other reports (for example, when a character
in the story reports speech by another character). This type overrules any other semantic type that a discourse 
report may have (Statement, Question, etc.); the commentary tier can be used for additional information if 
needed. The following is an example of the Embedded category in Joola Eegimaa:
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You can search for semantic type using the corresponding field in the search menu:

Reference to participants

In the Participant tier (par) we annotate all elements referring to participants in the current or reported speech event, 
such as current and reported speakers and listeners. The elements referring to such participants are typically pronouns 
and agreement markers on the verb. They include the following options (illustrated below with examples): 

 Reported speaker (RS): Johni said hei was lucky or Johni said: Ii am lucky!
 Reported listener (RL):  John told Maryi shei was lucky or John told Maryi: Youi are lucky!
 Current speaker (CS): Johni told Mary Ij was lucky 
 Current listener (CL): Johni told Mary youj were lucky 
 Speaker + Listener (all combinations of speakers and listeners, reported or current): Johni told Maryj theyi+j 

were lucky or Johni told Maryj: Wei+j are lucky!

Reference to participants is reflected in the pop-ups that appear to the right of every word in the example.
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In this Chuvash example, the pronoun mana ‘me’ refers to the Reported Speaker (RS):

 

In the same Chuvash example, the verb suffix (imperative plural) is analyzed as referring to the Reported Listener 
(RL):
 

In the following two examples from Mwan, reference is made to the Current Speaker (CS) and the Current 
Listener (CL), respectively: 
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The following Chuvash example illustrates reference to Speaker + Listener. Here, the reported speaker (a girl’s 
lover) refers to both himself and the girl, while addressing her:

You can search for annotation for participant reference using the Participant field in the search menu:
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